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Miannaya Aja Essien, Senior Advocate of Nigeria (since 2007), Chartered 
Arbitrator, Notary Public, was called to the Nigerian Bar in August 1985 and 

has an LLB and an LL.M. 
 

She is the Managing Partner of Principles Law Partnership, a firm of legal 
practitioners, notaries public and arbitrators with offices in Port Harcourt and 

Lagos, Nigeria. 
She is the immediate past Chairperson of the Section on Legal Practice of the 
Nigerian Bar Association, a member of the adjunct faculty of the Nigerian Law 
School Abuja and an approved Tutor of the faculty of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (United Kingdom) teaching all aspects of domestic and international 

commercial arbitration. 
 

She is experienced and actively involved (both as counsel and arbitrator) in 
the resolution of complex commercial disputes across the oil and gas, 

commercial, financial and insurance sectors. She acts regularly as party 
appointed arbitrator or chairperson of various arbitral tribunals. She is on the 

board of the Lagos Court of Arbitration and is a member of several 
associations. She is a regular speaker at events and has contributed several 
scholarly articles to numerous publications. She also has a passion for pro 

bono human rights and criminal law work. 
 

 


