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About the Programme 

The event will present how mediation is developing in the UK, Europe, India and other Commonwealth jurisdictions. 

The objective of this programme is to explore the role of the Courts in encouraging mediation, the appointment and 

qualification of mediators, the training available for mediators and how mediation operates in a resistant legal 

profession. In addition, the role of the lawyer will be considered examining how to maximise benefits from participating 

in mediation and how developing a mediation practice can develop reputation, client satisfaction and revenue. 

 

Programme Outline 

Time Programme 

12.00pm – 12.30pm Registration 

12.30pm – 12.40pm Introductory Remarks 

 
Steven Thiru - Vice President (Australasia), Commonwealth Lawyers Association 
 

12.40pm – 2.00pm Panel Discussion: Mediation – a Commonwealth perspective and how to get the 
most out of representing a client in mediation 

 
Panellists 
The Honourable Justice L Nageswara Rao – Supreme Court of India 
Brian Speers – President, Commonwealth Lawyers Association 
 

2.00pm End 
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The Honourable Justice L Nageswara Rao – Supreme Court of India 

Justice L. Nageswara Rao was born in Andhra Pradesh, India on 08.06.1957. He studied law 
at Nagarjuna University, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh and was called to the bar in 1982. He 
practiced law until he was appointed to the bench in 2016. In 1982, Justice Rao commenced 
his legal practice as an Advocate in the District Court, Guntur. In 1985, he shifted his legal 
practice to the High Court of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, where he continued to practice till 
1994. In 1995, Justice Rao moved to Delhi to practice in the Supreme Court of India. In 2000, 
the High Court of Andhra Pradesh designated him as a Senior Advocate. In the Supreme 
Court of India, Justice Rao served as the Additional Solicitor General of India for two terms: 
from August 2003 to May 2004 and from August 2013 to December 2014. His practice in the 
Supreme Court mainly focused on the areas of constitutional, service, administrative, labour, 
armed forces, criminal, civil, commercial and corporate laws. He was elevated to the 
Supreme Court of India on 13.05.2016, becoming the seventh person to be directly elevated 
to the Supreme Court  from the bar. 

 
 

Brian Speers – President, Commonwealth Lawyers Association 
 

Brian is a Council member of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and a member of the 
Executive Committee. 
 
At the Commonwealth Law Conference in Livingstone, Zambia in 2019 he was elected as 
President of the CLA. 
 
In 2010 - 11 he served as President of the Law Society of Northern Ireland.  He is now 
Treasurer of the Law Society of Northern Ireland. 
 
Brian practices as a solicitor in Belfast, Northern Ireland where he is managing partner of 
CMG Cunningham Dickey Solicitors.  He works mostly in property development transactions 
which include site acquisition and financing, planning and development. 
 
He is one of the most experienced legal mediators in Northern Ireland.   
 
He has devised and teaches the ADR and mediation training programme for solicitors, 
barristers and judges run by the Institute of Professional Legal studies at Queen’s University, 
Belfast.  He is the Chair of the Law Society Mediation Service administered by the Law 
Society of Northern Ireland. 
 
He is a long-time member of the Education Committee and has undertaken vocational 
training review for qualification as a solicitor in Northern Ireland. 
 
Brian has been interviewed on various print and broadcast media about mediation and has 
written extensively about mediation particularly in the journal of the Law Society of Northern 
Ireland.  He has contributed the chapter on Mediation in Northern Ireland for a book - 
Mediation in the EU.  He was on the Mediation sub Committee for the Review of Civil Justice 
in Northern Ireland conducted by Lord Justice Gillen and was the UK nominated mediation 
expert to the CCBE (Bar Associations across Europe) for their publication of a guide to 
mediation for lawyers. 
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Membership Category Fees 
(Inclusive of 7% GST and course materials) 

Law Society Member $53.50 

SCCA Member $96.30 

Non-member $107.00 

To register, please visit our website at: https://www.lawsociety.org.sg/CPD-Portal/Law-Society-Events. For enquiries, 

please contact us at cpd@lawsoc.org.sg or 6530-0230. 

Terms and Conditions 

1.1 Registration closes on the date as stipulated on the registration page or when all seats are filled.  

1.2 The registration fee is due and payable upon registration and must be received prior to the programme.  

1.3 Payment must be made by the closing date stated. Registration will only be confirmed upon receipt of full payment. 

1.4 The Law Society reserves the right to refuse to register or admit any participant, and to cancel or postpone the 

programme. 

1.5 If you are unable to attend, a substitute delegate is welcomed, provided that the Law Society is notified in writing of 

the name and particulars of the substitute delegate at least 3 working days before the programme. 

Cancellation and Refund of Fees 

2.1 Allocation of seats is on a first-come-first-served basis and limited seats for each programme. 

2.2 Participant who cancels their registration before the commencement date shall be liable to pay the percentage of 

the registration fee set out as follows: 

i. 20 calendar days before commencement date: 25% of registration fee. 

ii. 8 to 19 calendar days before commencement date: 50% of registration fee. 

iii. 7 calendar days or less before commencement date: 100% of registration fee. 

2.3 Participants who cancel their registration without prior payment made shall also be liable to the cancellation fee set 

out in 2.2. In the event that the payment for cancellation fee is not received despite multiple chasers, a tax invoice 

will be issued and mailed to your law practice/organisation. 

2.4 Participant who is unable to attend the programme due to medical exigencies will be subject to a cancellation fee of 

50% of registration fee.  

 

 Admin Note to Singapore Practitioners and s36B Foreign Lawyers in relation to the Mandatory CPD Scheme: 

No of Public CPD Points: To be confirmed 

Practice Area: Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Training Level: General 

Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. 

For this activity, this includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not 

being absent from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain 

CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information. 

 

In the course of the event, photographs/videos/interviews of participants could be taken/conducted by the Law Society or parties appointed by the 
Law Society for the purpose of post event publicity, either in the Law Society’s official publication/website, social media platforms or any third 
party’s publication/website/social media platforms approved by the Law Society. 

 

http://www.silecpdcentre.sg/

