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FOCUS

* All legal systems recognize that freedom of expression is not unlimited but is curtailed to
varying extents by the law. Expression that incites unlawful activities, vilifies or
encourages vilification, or defames will be constrained. How best to preserve freedom
of expression whilst protecting the rights of others¢ How have Commonwealth
jurisdictions curtailed during and beyond the COVID
pandemic and what is the role and capacity of the courts to protect that righte What

lessons can be learned?
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COVID - GLOBAL PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

® Most Commonwealth countries are signatories/ratifiers of UN International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (entry into force 1976)

® Article 4: “In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the
existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States parties to the present Covenant
may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the
extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures
are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not
involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or

social origin.”



& FREE SPEECH VS
COVI
LOCKDOWNS?

In Jamaica there were Disaster
Risk Management Act
(Enforcement Orders) which inter
alia, prohibited public gatherings
or more than 10 persons (unless

exempted)

This was a general anti-
vaccination protest and against

the idea of mandatory vaccination

Bail extended for UIC President Joseph
Patterson, co-accused

6:08 pm. Thu July 14 2022
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UIC President Joseph Patterson was arrested after staging a protest against the
COVID-19 vaccination programme, without getting a permit for the gathering.

President of the United Independenis' Congress, Joseph Patterson, had his
bail extended when he appeared in the Kingston and St. Andrew Parish
Court on Thursday.

Mr. Patterson and his co-accused - Kevaughn Harris, Abigayle Thompson
and David Thompson - are scheduled to return to court on November 3
when the case file is expected to be complieted and disclosure made to the
defence.

The four individuals were arrested on September 22, 2021 in downtown
Kingston for acting in contravention of the Public Order Act.

Mr. Patterson spearheaded a protest against the government's COVID-19
vaccination programme, despite a warning from the police that no permit
would be granted for the gathering.

At the time. Jamaica had a gathering limit of ten people due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.
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®* Covid-19: Global attack on freedom of expression is having a dangerous impact on
public health crisis — October 2021
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