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Objectives 

• To highlight some of the factors that affect clarity, accuracy and 
effectiveness in legislation.

• To discuss some of the best practices in the Commonwealth that are 
used to improve clarity, accuracy and effectiveness in legislation.



Some factors that affect clarity, 
effectiveness and accuracy in legislation 

➢ Lack of proper legislative drafting instructions.

➢Length and complexity of legislative sentences. 

➢Poor structure of legislation. 

➢Expertise available to draft legislation. 

➢ The courts approach to statutory interpretation.

➢Amendments made by the Legislature to the proposed law. 



Best Practices 

Statute Law Revision

Credit: Turks and Caicos Islands Attorney General’s Chambers



Best Practices 
Statute Law Revision – Singapore 

See: Article in CALC’s Loophole

Titled “Singapore’s 2020 Revised  

Edition of Acts” 

By Cheryl Seah (June, 2022)



Best Practices 
Statute Law Revision – Seychelles 

Government Law Revision Project

Included Law Reform 

Resulted in Seychelles Law

Commission 



Best Practices 
Embracing and integrating technology and Artificial Intelligence

➢ Xcential Legislative Technologies 

➢Domis “Drafting Office Management Information System” (Jersey)

➢Computer-Readable Legislation Project (February, 2023) 



Best Practices 
Commonwealth Cooperation Initiatives 

➢Commonwealth Legislative Drafting Manual 

➢ Commonwealth Model Laws 

➢ Regional Technical Meetings 



Best Practices 
Other examples 

➢Effective use of section headings

➢ Evidence based legislation 

➢ Post-legislative scrutiny 

➢The use of formulas and mathematical symbols in legislation 
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Questions
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