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The rule of law is a durable system of laws, institutions, norms, and community commitment that 

delivers four universal principles:

The law is clear, publicized, 

and stable and is applied 

evenly. It ensures human and 

procedural rights as well as 

property and contract rights.

Just Law

The processes by which the 

law is adopted, administered, 

adjudicated, and enforced are 

accessible, fair, and efficient.

Open 

Government

Justice is delivered timely 

by competent, ethical, and 

independent representatives 

and neutrals who are accessible, 

have adequate resources, and 

reflect the makeup of the 

communities they serve.

Accessible and 

Impartial Justice

What is the Rule of Law?

The government as well as 

private actors are 

accountable under the law.

Accountability
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The Rule of Law Matters
Where rule of law is stronger, so is the economy
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RULE OF LAW

The Rule of Law Matters
Where rule of law is stronger, there is more peace
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RULE OF LAW

The Rule of Law Matters
Where rule of law is stronger, so is health
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Sources: The World Bank, WJP Rule of Law Index 2022

The Rule of Law Matters
Where rule of law is stronger, so is education



WJP Rule of Law Index

• Measures rule of law in 140 countries and 
jurisdictions.

• Draws on surveys of 154,000+ households
and 3,600+ experts.

• WJP met with many experts in PNG during 
the recent APMF Conference to discuss 
bring PNG into the index.







What Can We Do? 

Identify local rule of law priorities

Such as:

∙ Equal access to justice

∙ Election integrity and voting rights

∙ Trust in government institutions, 

especially fair and impartial courts

PNG is not yet in the WJP Rule of Law Index, but

the index gives many examples of rule of law issues.

https://bit.ly/43XIX5w



What Can We Do? 

Take action to address local rule of law priorities

For instance:

∙ Create a task force of bar and judicial leaders to issue recommendations

∙ Expand legal aid efforts for low-income individuals

∙ Engage public and private sector leaders in upholding the rule of law and 

addressing justice gaps

∙ Collaborate with community groups on policy reform

∙ Educate Others. Partner with law schools and civic and cultural institutions 

to promote public awareness and civic engagement



CLA & vLex

South Pacific Bar Association Group
Activities:

• Funded Nauru, SI and Tuvalu as CLA Members

• Offered LTI free vLex subscriptions & dedicated  terminals

• Wants to meet with UPNG to offer the same

AI solutions to legal research and drafting available

PNG service constantly being updated, improved and new resources added

PNG Judiciary now using vLex



CLA Role

• Support the rule of law in PNG and across 
the Commonwealth.

• Legal education.

• Commonwealth lawyers networking













Why is violence a failure of the rule of law

Laws exist for:

• Basic human rights:

• The role of security forces:

• Funding the security forces:

• Training the security forces.

If these fail, we have a failure in law & order 
which is a failure in the rule of law.











Accredited partner organisation of

Maintaining and promoting the rule of law 
throughout the Commonwealth.
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