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Fiji refresher 

Democracy, on and off
• Independence 1970

• Coups – 1987, 2000, 2006 (Bainimarama), 2009 
(?) – four constitutions in 50 years

• Bainimarama’s 16-year reign ends 2022 (elections) 
[By 2023 Fiji is Freedom House “most improved” for civil liberties]

•  Bainimarama rule:
– opponents jailed for “corruption”

– pliant judges post-2009

– tight control of Govt media, advertising buyoff of private 
newspaper, prosecution/threats for independent newspaper
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Personal experience - 1

• 2006 – night-time military pickup (“usual treatment”)

• 2007 – “Govt agencies told: 

 – “stop work to Munro Leys”

• 2009 – detained - “unlawful blogging”

• court filings/rulings delayed

• ongoing lower-level harassment – taxation,

professional conduct complaints

To be a good subversive, you must 

scrupulously follow the law.”

 - Attributed to Vaclav Havel 
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Personal experience – 2

“Contempt of court”

 

Well, I thought it was funny…
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Personal experience – 3

“Contempt of court”
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Lawyers at risk – lessons I’ve learned
• Autocrats are now more sensitive to international 

reputations: 
– so solidarity and confrontation is important

– looking for subtler and “softer” pressure points they can justify

• Nothing beats an independent judiciary

– and nothing’s worse than a tame one 

• Campaigns must be planned and sustained, often through 
local/neighbouring bar associations (also know when to hold back)

• Your governments need to be confronted over their 
diplomatic positions in target countries
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My next project…
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