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the lecture will examine the legal architecture created
under the Irish Mediation Act 2017,  the statutory duty imposed
upon solicitors to advise clients about mediation before
initiating proceedings. 
 the topic probes how lawyers respond to such obligations. Do
they meaningfully discharge their duty to advise? Is
mediation presented as a genuine dispute resolution pathway,
or as a procedural formality to be ticked off before
litigation commences? The discussion therefore moves beyond
statutory text into professional conduct, ethical
responsibility, and institutional mindset.
the lecture draws upon Dr. Bill Holohan SC’s doctoral
research, which examined practising solicitors’ knowledge of
mediation and their attitudes towards their statutory
obligations. The analysis explores whether there exists a gap
between legislative intent and professional implementation,
and whether lawyers perceive mediation as a complementary
mechanism or as a threat to traditional litigation practice.

About the Speaker
Dr. Bill Holohan SC is an Irish solicitor and one of the first
solicitors in Ireland to be granted a Patent of Precedence in 2020,
entitling him to use the title Senior Counsel. He is Senior Partner at
HOLOHAN LANE LLP, with offices in Cork and Dublin. He has served in
multiple leadership and governance roles within the ADR community,
including Chair of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Irish
Branch), Director of the Mediators Institute of Ireland, Head of
Accreditation at the Irish Professional Mediators Organisation
(IPMO), and member of ADR Committees of both the Law Society of
Ireland and the American Bar Association. In 2025, he was awarded a
doctorate by Northumbria University in the United Kingdom for his
thesis titled “A study of the attitude and the knowledge of
practising solicitors in Ireland towards and of mediation and the
Mediation Act 2017 – Picking the mediation peach.”
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