
Envisioning institutions that protect this aspiration not merely by law, but by the daily practice of 
dialogue, empathy and restraint;

Aspiring to a future in which humanity's progress is measured by the harmony it sustains, not merely 
the power it commands;

Committed to the conviction that conicts are not inevitable in their escalation, and can be resolved if 
they are engaged early and met rightly;

Ever mindful that peace once broken must be rebuilt with patience, humility and care, and is therefore 
best preserved before it is lost;

Mindful that humanity must emerge from an age in which conict was met chiey by force and 
litigation, into an age that commits to dialogue, understanding and restoration; Mindful that this places 
particular demands on the legal profession to demonstrate that structured dialogue and mediated 
settlement can provide what litigation and force cannot: durable peace, restored relationships, and 
legitimacy in the eyes of those the justice system is meant to serve; 

Peace, security, harmonious coexistence and freedom from conict are among humanity's most 
cherished aspirations, to be nurtured through the institutions, laws and daily practice of every society, 
not left to chance or circumstance; 

Equally mindful that every conict begins before it becomes a dispute and may live on in memory and 
relationship long after judgment is pronounced, so that resolution must reach the root, not merely the 
fruits, of the conict;

Nurturing our shared responsibility to build peaceful, just and inclusive institutions for the generations 
that will follow;

Informed by the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from 
Mediation (the 'Singapore Mediation Convention', 2018), as an historic foundation of international 
condence in mediated outcomes, upon which a wider architecture of Peace Mediation may be 
developed, and noting that Commonwealth Law Ministers meeting in Zanzibar in 2024 were formally 
encouraged to sign and ratify the Singapore Mediation Convention; 

Inspired by the Charter of the United Nations, and drawing on the Charter of the Commonwealth 
(2013) – the most signicant collective statement of Commonwealth shared values – and in particular its 
afrmations that international peace, security, and the Rule of Law are essential to the progress and 
prosperity of all; that tolerance, respect, understanding, and the dignity of all human beings are critical 
to promoting peace and prosperity; and that an independent, effective legal system is integral to 
upholding the Rule of Law and engendering public condence in justice; Recalling the Latimer House 
Principles on the Three Branches of Government (2003), the Nadi Declaration (2026) on democratic 
resilience, and the successive afrmations by the Commonwealth legal community of its commitment 
to the Rule of Law, judicial independence, and access to justice as the foundations of democratic 
governance;

Trusting that mediation must evolve from a procedural alternative to litigation into a universal 
discipline of dialogue, reconciliation and enduring peace, practised and taught across every 
jurisdiction represented in the Commonwealth family; 

Anchored further in the Commonwealth's own inheritance of civil peace - from the report of the 
Commonwealth Commission on Respect and Understanding, Civil Paths to Peace (2007), and the 
Munyonyo Statement on Respect and Understanding adopted at CHOGM 2007, which together 
established that lasting peace must be built through non-military, 'civil paths' such as structured 
dialogue, trust, mutual respect, and the patient cultivation of conditions under which disagreements 
can be resolved without violence – principles that the practice of mediation embodies and that the legal 
profession is uniquely placed to advance; 

Discerning that the Commonwealth, and the wider international community, stand at an inection 
point – marked by rising geopolitical tension, strain on multilateral institutions, and conicts that resist 
purely military or juridical resolution – that calls for renewed commitment to peace and the processes of 
international law;

Obliged by the dening challenges of the coming century - climate disruption, articial intelligence, 
forced migration, inequality and division - which no adversarial system can meet alone and call for 
dialogue and cooperation alongside the settled processes of adjudication;

Article 2. Conict, Not Merely Dispute: Peace Mediation addresses the conict beneath the dispute - 
the breach of trust, the breakdown of relationships, and the injuries and inequalities it leaves behind. Its 
purpose is not a temporary compromise that merely negotiates around the unresolved scars and 
burdens of the past, but a deeper understanding that makes practicable a meaningful and lasting 
coexistence.

Article 4. Justice, Law and the Architecture of Peace: Peace Mediation is a pillar upon which the Rule of 
Law rests: as the Charter of the Commonwealth afrms, an effective legal system is one that engenders 
public condence and dispenses justice accessibly, and mediation is among the surest means by which 
that condence is earned. No mediated outcome may legitimise coercion or the surrender of human 
dignity. Building on the spirit of the Singapore Mediation Convention, we commit to carrying its 
condence-building principles beyond commercial disputes into community, environmental, 
institutional and cross-border conict, in service of UN Sustainable Development Goal 16.

Article 1. A Shared Commitment to Peace: Harmonious coexistence is an aspiration common to all 
peoples, and Peace Mediation is a conscious professional and civic choice — dialogue over domination, 
restoration over rupture, coexistence over conquest. Peace is advanced by the presence of justice, 
dignity, integrity, trust, equity, equality and inclusiveness between persons, institutions and nations, 
and in our relationship with the environment itself. The measure of a justice system's maturity lies not 
only in the disputes it adjudicates, but in the conicts, it helps resolve at their inception.

Article 3. Mediators as Custodians of Dialogue: A Peace Mediator is a custodian of dialogue and a 
trustee of reconciliation, not merely a facilitator of settlement. The peace mediator creates a space where 
truth may be spoken without fear and responsibility accepted without destruction and exploitation, 
and where parties nd the courage to sit and communicate with those, they hold to be their adversaries. 
Mediators shall act with independence, integrity, compassion and cultural sensitivity, mindful that 
every mediation concerns human lives and futures, not only claims.

Recognising the importance of the full and meaningful participation of women in peace mediation 
processes at all levels, as afrmed in UN Security Council Resolution 1325; welcoming the contribution 
of Women Mediators across the Commonwealth in advancing that participation; and afrming that the 
Commonwealth legal profession has a particular responsibility to ensure that mediation practice 
reects the diversity and inclusivity of the communities it serves;

Afrming that mediation - as a principled, structured, and person-centred mode of dispute resolution - 
strengthens rather than displaces the Rule of Law; that it extends the reach of justice to those who might 
never access a court; that it generates outcomes grounded in the informed consent of those affected; and 
that its wider adoption across Commonwealth jurisdictions is both a professional imperative and a 
democratic necessity;

Recognising further that India's Mediation Act 2023 and the 'Mediation for the Nation' movement 
under the auspices of the Supreme Court of India represent a landmark model for the legal profession 
across the Commonwealth and the Global South: demonstrating how the profession can embed 
mediation within the legal order as a primary, trusted, and accessible mode of justice, and how a 
supreme court's leadership can transform both professional culture and public expectation;

Convinced that the Commonwealth legal profession - its bar associations, law societies, judiciaries, 
legal educators, mediation institutions, and individual practitioners across 56 member states - 
possesses both the professional authority and the practical capacity to lead a Commonwealth-wide 
movement for peace mediation; and that this Declaration is the start of the profession's own 
commitment to exercise that leadership;

Honoured that this Conference, convened with great distinction and warmth in Jaipur, a city built upon 
vision, proportion and the coexistence of cultures, is the beginning of the process to carry the full 
breadth of Commonwealth participation to which this Declaration aspires, and resolved that its 
onward journey - to the Commonwealth Lawyers Association, to the Commonwealth Law Conference 
and beyond - shall be the occasion for that wider Commonwealth ownership to be built;

Now, therefore, We, the delegates assembled at the Commonwealth Peace Mediation and Rule of Law Conference 
2026 in Jaipur, Rajasthan, India - convened by the Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority under the aegis of the 
High Court of Rajasthan, together with the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and its institutional members, 
the Supreme Court Bar Association and Nivaaran, Mediators of the Supreme Court of India, and with the support 
of the Government of Rajasthan and the people of India - hereby adopt and proclaim the following principles as the 
outcome of this Conference, offered to the wider Commonwealth for its consideration:

I. Declaration of Principles

Article 6. A Living Covenant and Continuing Endeavour: This Declaration is a beginning, not a 
conclusion. We undertake to carry its principles into our courts, governments, professional bodies, 
communities and families, and to reconvene in the Spirit of Jaipur to measure our progress as this 
Declaration is carried forward and report to the legal community, CLA and the wider Commonwealth. 
We offer it to future generations, in the conviction that as our institutions of justice advance, they must 
advance from the determination of disputes towards the enduring resolution of conict. . 

Carrying the principles of Part I into institutional practice

Article 5. Access, and the Reach of Peace Mediation: Every person - including those who are 
underprivileged, differently abled, economically disadvantaged or displaced - deserves access to peace 
mediation, which shall never be a privilege of wealth or power. This responsibility extends to our 
stewardship of the environment and to the interests of future generations, and to ensuring that 
emerging technologies serve human dignity and support, rather than replace, human judgment. We 
commit to training mediators uent not only in law, but in empathy, ecology and the wider public 
interest.

II. Commitments and Programme of Action

Article 7. Commitment to Peaceful Resolution: We commit to pursue, advocate and utilise mediation 
and dialogue in preference to force and adversarial contest, in the conviction that peace is advanced by 
justice and that human dignity remains the fundamental aspiration of all peoples. Regional and 
international cooperation shall be encouraged to share best practices, build capacity and mobilise 
resources in support of mediation initiatives across the Commonwealth and beyond.

Article 8. Principles Guiding Mediators: Mediation shall be guided by impartiality and neutrality, 
informed consent, voluntary participation, respect for sovereignty and self-determination, inclusivity, 
condentiality where appropriate, and good faith engagement by all parties. Mediators shall act 
independently, fairly, diligently and competently, doing no harm, and shall conduct themselves so as 
to inspire condence in the process, in their own integrity, and in the highest ethical standards of the 
profession. Commonwealth-wide standards shall be developed to ensure quality and competence in 
the training of mediators, trainers and mediation agencies.

Article 11. International Instruments: Member states are called upon to build on the international 
condence that the Singapore Mediation Convention has secured for mediated cross-border 
commercial settlements, and to consider how comparable condence and enforceability might, over 
time, be extended to mediated outcomes in the wider eld of Peace Mediation addressed by this 
Declaration.

Article 10. Mediation, the Judiciary and the Legal Profession: Courts, legal services authorities and 
the legal profession are called upon to treat mediation as integral to the judicial system: to train judicial 
ofcers and staff in mediation and restorative approaches, and to train members of the legal profession 
as stewards of peaceful results and mediation advocates rather than adversaries; to devise rules of 
court, or adopt principles of collaboration in place of adversarialism, making mediation the rst resort 
and to extend therapeutic and restorative interventions, particularly for rst-time offenders, in service 
of a justice system that heals as well as resolves.

Article 9. Capacity, Inclusion and Prevention: We commit to the sustained training and skill 
development of mediators and peace-building practitioners; to the meaningful participation of 
women, youth, indigenous peoples and community leaders in peace processes; to embedding 
mediation and dispute-resolution principles within education at every level; and to strengthening 
early-warning mechanisms so that pacic resolution of conicts are undertaken before they escalate 
into disputes, litigation and violence. All mediation shall uphold internationally recognised human 
rights, and outcomes reached through it shall contribute to justice, reconciliation and the protection of 
the vulnerable.

Adopted at the Commonwealth Peace Mediation and Rule of Law Conference, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India, on 
August 2, 2026, as the outcome document of the Conference, and commended by its delegates to the 
Commonwealth Lawyers Association, to the Commonwealth Law Conference to be held in Darwin, Australia, in 
May 2027, and to the wider Commonwealth legal community, for consideration, renement and further 
endorsement.

Article 12. Emerging Frontiers of Peace Mediation: We recognise that the principles of this Declaration 
have further application - including in climate-related and environmental disputes, family and 
community mediation, restorative justice, commercial, workplace mediation and Articial Intelligence 
- and commit to keeping this Declaration's implementation under review, developing further guidance 
in these areas as experience and consultation across the Commonwealth legal community may warrant.
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